
 
 
25.05.2020 
 
Dear Parent/ Carer, 
 
It is hard to believe that we have already completed the first half of the Summer Term and that our teaching has been 
delivered through a comprehensive distance learning programme. I hope that you are all well and that our school 
provision has been beneficial for you as a family. As the head teacher of Blackwood Primary School I am extremely 
proud of the way our families and staff have faced this challenge head on and we will continue to make any necessary 
improvements as we learn more about how to support you with distance learning.  
 
At this time I would like to remind you that we are all in this together.  For those families who have chosen not to 
engage in the distance learning provided but to find other avenues such as learning life skills e.g. cooking, using virtual 
tutors, working through published workbooks and other methods. I want to assure you that we support you fully in any 



effort to continue your child’s education.  As a school we will work with every child on their return to meet their needs. 
We will continue to do this with sensitivity and determination.  
 
I am extremely proud that our staff have not only risen to the challenge to continue to be excellent practitioners and 
transitioned into distance learning teachers from their preferred classroom based role, but we have also been able to 
support our key workers as they have returned to work to provide us with essential services for us to continue with our 
lives as best we can under difficult circumstances. Our school has been used as a hub school for Caerphilly and along 
with our cluster staff I want to inform you of the success of the Hub at this time.  
 
As we are all aware, this period is unprecedented and it is important that we continue to work together to support our 
children as best as we can, from an emotional, mental, physical and academic perspective. I want to thank you so much 
for your support, resilience and determination as united we continue to work through these challenging times.  As a 
school your opinion is critical to us and we thank you for your response to our Parent/ Carer Questionnaire.  We would 
like to take this opportunity to share some of the points that were raised in the questionnaire. 
 
All our staff are working extremely hard with commitment and  passion to give the best provision for all our children. 
The weekly virtual staff meetings are full of discussions about what is working well and what new ways we can adapt 
or use to engage our children whilst always keeping their well being as our main focus.  
 
Regarding distance learning, work is provided on Google Classroom/ Seesaw (as appropriate), on a weekly basis - this 
work is differentiated, with additional optional challenge tasks. Differentiation is denoted through a star system, which 
is used when your child is in school so they are familiar with how to choose the appropriate work to complete.  
 
Elsa (Emotional Literacy Support Assistants) activities have recently been introduced and will continue to be provided 
to support wellbeing as well as the weekly wellbeing task.  
 
Devices have been delivered to families that have identified a need. Our staff have worked tirelessly to ensure that all 
children can now access the distance learning provided.  



 
As part of our weekly challenge we provide reading response and comprehension activities through Google Classroom. 
In addition we provide further resources through our website www.blackwoodprimary.org. There is a distance learning 
section which has a page for each individual year group, a forest school page, a well being page and a separate page 
for storytime in which your child can enjoy our staff reading a selection of books.  
 
We understand how communication is so important at this time.  We communicate daily with our families via Twitter, 
School website and our new School Facebook page.  Our teachers are aware that our children may be missing us as 
much as we are missing them, therefore we telephone regularly to give you and your child an opportunity to speak to 
staff.  We have introduced Parentmail which allows us to share letters and short messages.  Thank you for your 
transition to this from text to parents which a system we no longer have access to.  If anyone still needs support to use 
Parentmail please contact us.  Please note that our normal email address is not in use at the moment and any queries 
can be sent to mainoffice@blackwoodprimary.org. 
 
Our school prides itself in using Twitter as a platform to share achievements, challenges and ideas.  To support you 
further we have created a Twitter timetable so that opportunities are not missed: 
  

Day  What is being posted 

  9am - 1pm  1pm - 4.30pm 

Monday 
Dydd Llun 

Phrase of the week (Cymraeg) 
Mindfulness  

Nursery 

Tuesday 
Dydd Mawrth 

ELSA activities   Healthy eating ideas 

http://www.blackwoodprimary.org/
mailto:mainoffice@blackwoodprimary.org


Wednesday 
Dydd 

Mercher 

Yoga   Keeping Fit 

Thursday 
Dydd Iau 

BPS Staff challenge  BPS year group challenge 

Friday 
Dydd 

Gwener 

Forest School Friday  

** Fantastic Friday **  All year groups - we use our google classroom/seesaw to 
celebrate children's work 

  

Our main Blackwood Primary Twitter page will also retweet the above.  

 
We appreciate that every parent/carer finds themselves in different situations and that children would benefit from a 
virtual learning environment where children can see their teacher. However, at present current advice dictates that due 
to safeguarding policies and procedures we are unable to set up direct “class” meetings with children through 
mediums such as Google Hangouts, Facetime or Zoom.  It is great to hear that some parents have facilitated 
communication between friends and family using technology to observe social distancing.  
 
We totally understand that learning from home is very different to learning within the classroom. Motivating your child 
may be an issue therefore we have tried to provide support and guidance for you as the ‘teacher’ via the school 
website and during your class teacher phone calls. Comit (Communication Intervention Team) activities have also been 
included in our provision.  We are hoping that if you wish to access these resources your child will have activities that 
will support communication and help with their motivation.  Establishing a work space that is quiet and allocating 
timings alongside the use of a visual timetable can help with a routine and supports engaging your child.  More 
information can be found in the parent booklet previously released.  
 



For our year 6 children this is a very unsettling time for them as they would have engaged in several transition 
activities with their comprehensive school.  Rest assured that Blackwood Comprehensive School has been working to 
support this transition. We have included transition videos and activities to support our year 6 children on google 
classroom and on our website.  Thank you to all those that completed a questionnaire to help our teachers both at the 
comprehensive and our school to put things in place that are concerning our children.  A process of allocating Buddies 
is underway and there will be a variety of transition specific projects after half term. Please continue to use the 
conversations with our year 6 class teacher if you have any ongoing concerns or for children who are moving onto a 
different comprehensive school.   
 
We will be issuing a new questionnaire after half term break. This will be year group specific and aimed at ensuring we 
are continuing to work together to meet the challenges that face us all going forward.  We look forward to receiving 
you and your child’s/ children’s open and honest opinions. The questionnaire will remain anonymous so  if you have a 
specific concern and require a response please contact us via mainoffice@blackwoodprimary.org. 
 
As we move into the bank holiday and half term break please relax and enjoy your family time.  We will resume our 
distance learning on Monday June 1st. We will continue to share any information about a return to school as and when 
we receive notification from the Welsh Government and Local Authority.  We look forward to welcoming you back to 
Blackwood Primary as soon as we are all safe to do so.  Take care and stay safe.  
 
Mrs K Davies 
Headteacher 

mailto:mainoffice@blackwoodprimary.org

